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Introduction 

ÅAs demonstrated by its prevalence within the prison 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ !5κI5 Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-making 
process is particularly relevant to issues of criminal justice.  

Å It is estimated that 37% of prison inmates in the United States 
are challenged with AD/HD- many of whom were never 
diagnosed.(Compared to 4% among the general adult 
population in the United States.) 

ÅAD/HD incidences in correctional facilities may range from 20% 
to greater than 50% (Eme& Hurley, Spinning out of Control) 

Å.ŀǊƪƭŜȅΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
socioeconomic setting: 
Å 20% of his control group were arrested, compared to 48% of the AD/HD group 

Å Control group arrested on average 2.1 times, compared to 6.4 for AD/HD group 



ÅAlthough AD/HD is not an excuse for law-breaking or 
inappropriate behaviors, those with AD/HD are more prone to 
engaging in criminal activity when exposed to a criminogenic 
environment 

ÅThe challenges facing all inmates upon re-entry are significant 
amplified for those with the disorder. Thus, AD/HD not only 
increases the likelihood that an individual finds themselves in 
corrections, but also makes it more difficult for them to 
successfully return to the community. 

ÅUnfortunately, the initial mental health screenings now used by 
the mental health staff in United States correctional facilities 
do not specifically identify those with AD/HD or learning 
disabilities. 

Introduction 



Introduction 

ÅThis is where the AD/HD Corrections Project comes in. Our 
objective is to increase awareness & improve understanding 
AD/HD within our justice system. 

ÅWe are working to identify inmates who have AD/HD, to 
incorporate appropriate treatment into their re-entry plans 
and to build a strong network of local resources that can help 
provide a continuation of care upon release.  

ÅBy addressing the specific needs of inmates challenged with 
AD/HD, we can reduce recidivism and ultimately benefit all of 
society in the form of more productive citizens, safer 
communities and significant savings to taxpayers. 
ïWashington {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ /IhL/9{ Program-  

Consistently reduced recidivism by ~40% over 20 years 


